the evolutionary and Western-centric framework of understanding modernity. Consequently, in an examination of the Japanese case, the focus is often placed upon the way in which and the degree to which the Japanese case has converged with or diverged from the Western model.
To be fair, this stance was not exclusively adopted by non-Japanese, that is, Western scholars. The Western-centric and evolutionary view of modernisation was internalised as the norm by Japanese intellectuals as demonstrated in the 'Overcoming Modernity' symposium as we shall see later. Postwar intellectuals, especially of the Marxist persuasion, analysing wartime Japanese militarism which brought huge suffering and misery to a large area of Asia up to 1945, would pass the verdict that Japanese society went the wrong way because Japanese society was not modern enough, because it was not 'properly' modernised lacking emphasis on individual autonomy, or because it was not scientific enough, a mark of being Westernised (Mizuno 2009). In other words, both Japanese and non-Japanese intellectuals and scholars have been making sense of the Japanese experience drawing from the classical and conventional theories of modernisation which hold the Western model as the ultimate criterion for evaluation and judgement.
This has by no means been confined to the intellectuals. Historians of Japan point out that the Japanese population as a whole has been keen on modernisation, that is, Westernisation, and enthusiastically embraced it since the late nineteenth century. In the words of Sheldon Garon (1994: 347):
Although Japanese differed over definitions of 'modernity,' the quest to make Japan 'modern' captivated a diverse set of actors from middle-class professionals and village elites to higher civil servants. Indeed, the shared desire to modernize the rest of society lay behind a number of alliances between the state and societal groups that significantly contributed to the government's success in managing Japanese society during much of the twentieth century.
Caroline Gluck has concurred with Garon regarding enthusiasm for modernisation/Westernisation in Japan at the societal level: 'not every society was quite as obsessed with "modernity" as was Japan' (Gluck 2011: 679) . To become 'modern' has been a good thing, and
